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It seems only a short time since I last sat down to compose some jottings for the last letter yet
two months have elapsed. During that time the weather seems to have been more fickle than
ever. We had that tempting warm spell towards the end of January when it was possible to
ride in thin lycra. Rain and floods followed this; then snow a couple of weeks ago, with the
region in havoc for a few days.

That said some of you seem to have stayed fit over the winter. Tony and Sue have been away
in warmer climes soaking up the sun and clocking up the miles no doubt enjoying their
cycling far more than I am at the moment.

The Annual Club dinner was held on the evening of February 15™ And all those present
enjoyed a very pleasant evening eating and chatting at the abode of Doug and Pauline.
Pauline's catering was delicious, as always, so we were all quite replete by the time the
accolades were awarded. Congratulations to all prizewinners. (These will be listed in the next
newsletter.)

Thank you to Pauline and Doug for hosting the dinner and also to Paul and Colette for all the
hidden work organising the results and awards.

Dates for vour diary

"Tour de France" Social evening on Monday 31* March
at 8 Barrowcrofts, Histon from 7.30pm.

Charlie and Chris have offered to host a "Tour de France' evening Whilst eating and drinking,
you will be able to test your time trial skills playing the 'Tour de France' game on the
Playstation2. There will be a charge of £2 to cover the cost of the snacks. As usual, please
bring your own wine/beer, etc. Please let Charlie or Chris (01223 234235) know if you are
coming, so that we know approximate numbers.

Team Cambridge Open 25
Sunday April 27th

This is a new event, which Alan Kidd is organising. It is to be run on the F14/25 a new course
on the A603 between Barton and Dunton. The event HQ will be Barton village hall and the
start time will be at 8.30 a.m. A map of the course is enclosed with this newsletter so you can
get in some practise on the course. (I bet Alan has already set an unofficial course record).
The Club will need to provide refreshments after the event so any donations of cakes will be
appreciated.



Results

Club New Year's Day 10

This annual event was held at a later start time of 2pm. to give people a chance to recover
from the night before and also to avoid any icy roads. Five stalwarts of the Club signed on to
ride though it was raining too hard for the pen to work properly. Only Alan's signature was
legible as he signed on first. He was keen to get his ride over, as he was worried about the
possibility of flooding at his house. By the time I had despatched the last rider down the road
I had water running down the inside of my jacket so I was glad to be timekeeper and had no
regrets about missing out on the event. Congratulations to Alan Kidd, Claire Allan, Jeff
Bushrod, Trevor Kimber and Charlie Willmets for riding and surviving the event. Also a
mention should be made of Betsy, Megan and Steve Laurie, who came to watch. Alan was
quickest though T don't have the results to put in print. I'll ask Paul to post them on the
website.

Ironically had the event been held the usual time in the morning we would all have stayed dry.

Ely C.C. Hardriders 25 on February 16th.

Four Club members rode this event which was organised by Steve Laurie on behalf of his
former club. Steve had the unenviable job of coping with a last minute change to the course
(owing to the collapse of a bridge between Little Downham and Pymore) four days prior to
the event, whilst recovering from a nasty stomach bug! Very sensibly he opted not to ride on
the day. The event seemed to run without a hitch and no problems with the new signing on
procedure which has been introduced this year - Steve's’event must be one of the first fo use
it. Well done Steve.

From a personal viewpoint I think the new course is an improvement as it breaks up the long
leg which usually has a headwind. The weather was fairly kind, it almost felt warm for a
while and the wind was not too noticeable until the last leg heading east towards Little
Downham. Of the 41 entrants 33 rode and finished with the quickest being Sam Barker
(58.25). Of'the Club riders Alan Kidd was suffering a hangover from the previous evenings'
Club dinner but was still the quickest (1-7-15). Charlie Willmets (1-17-23), Chris (1-22-08)
and Michael Stanley (1-38-58). Michael collected the lanterne rouge award having ridden to
the event from Milton where he had spent the night at Tony and Sue's. He also planned to ride
part of the way home at Stansted - a pretty good mileage for the day! Tony and Sue rode the
opposite way round the course in their capacity as observers, so the event was fairly well
represented by TC.
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Steve's last two vears by Steve Laarie

2001

This started badly but ended well. Well ended but badly started - my normal method of riding time
trials. The spring was something of a disaster and I was very late gefting into my stride. To add to the
misery several of my favourite events suffered from foot and mouth. I was also wrestling with a new-
to-me low profile ex Alan Newark, which provided some exciting moments and grey hairs. (They've
fallen out now). Eventually | was.going better than I've ever done before, though too late to save some
of my club silverware. Alan turned in some fine performances in the club 10s and I never got closer
than 8 seconds, apart from the championship where a well-timed lorry gave me the crucial push to
give me a 2 second advantage.

In opens I have memories of getting cold and wet on the El in every month from April to August. The
best day here was the 30 when despite the weather I was 2 seconds from Tony's record - with Alan
another 5 or 6 seconds away. In September, for the Eagle 50, we had decent weather but I was under
it, and riding my Shorter for almost the first time, so I trundled round in 2 1/2 hours.

The longest event I did was the Shaftesbury 50 in the middle of August and I astonished myself, and
several others, by setting a new club male vets record at 2:02:57 and winning the handicap prize. In
25s 1 finally got under my 5-year-old best to go close to the hour on the E2, then under on the B25/38.
For me the climax of the season was in mid October. One Saturday on the E2/10 I got under 23
minutes for the first time in 6 years - I thought such days were passed - then on the next one I set a
new personal best of 21:59 and Alan took the club male vets record to 21:53. And the following day 1
lowered the 25 mile male vets record to 57:17 while Alan did a new personal best.

In December Alan and I ventured north to the 02/10. This is a fine course, very safe apart from the
scary tum at a roundabout very like the Black Cat one on our own section of the Al. Alan had trained
on so turned in a very respectable time (22:42) while 1 didn't (24:03).

A lot of this would have been impossible without the use of Alan's car, so thank you very much to
him, and to the long-suffering Betsy for putting up with me (us) in various levels of inebriation.

2002

For the anorak tendency 1've usually put the times at the end of the report to avoid interrupting the
flow of the narrative.

This season started with the event I organise, the Ely and District's "Hardriders" 25. At least for Alan it
began here with a decent time of 1:05:28, I ducked out as organiser and pushed off as I wasn't in much
state to race.

Next was the North Road's "Hardriders" 25. Alan was fit while T was fat, on the other hand I had
sensible gears. It was a struggle for both of us on this twisting hilly course but quite entertaming.

Later the spring campaign went pear shaped for various reasons. The Eagle 25 did run eventually but
by then Alan and I were well on our way home because the roads aronnd Ugley were awash after
another E1 cloudburst. Then I missed a couple of events with early closing dates because I didn't read
the handbook carefully enough. I made heroic efforts to enter the Bishops Stortford Hilly on Easter
Monday, including a 45 mile ride on 67" fixed on a cold night to deliver the form and money but on
the day felt too ill to ride the event. Two weeks later I was down fo_ride the Haverhill Wheeler's hilly
20 but a bad bout of my chronic insomnia meant I wasn't in a state to ride, at least, not safely.

I did manage to do some events, though. The St Ives C.C. 10 on 30th March went reasonably well on a
pleasant afternoon. This used the N1/10, which has several roundabouts but also a good surface and
little traffic. A nice event let down by the refreshments - a poor selection of shop cakes and some
weasel piss tea. _

The Southgate's 10 was my first venture onto the F1/10 so it was quite interesting in a tedious 10 sort
of way. I moved the car to a better parking spot at the last minute so I missed my start by a couple of

























